
 

Dr. B’s End of the Year Buzz for 2020-2021! 
As I wrap up my 9th year as the principal at Blades, I can say with complete confidence that this has been the 

most stressful, crazy, and unpredictable year in my career.  Realizing that at any moment a classroom, grade level, or 

even our school could be closed for 2 weeks was overwhelming and scary.  However, through all of this adversity I saw 

repeated examples of students and staff stepping up to keep us moving forward.  We talk to our kiddos every day at 

Blades about Grit, Perseverance, and having a Growth Mindset.  Reflecting on this year at Blades has helped to remind 

me of all the wonderful things we’ve accomplished.  Our students have grown in their use of technology, managing their 

time and resources, advocating for their needs, and finding innovative ways to show their mastery of a concept.  There is 

so much from this year that we hope to never do again...but there is a lot we learned from this year that will make Blades 

an even better environment for our students, staff, and families for years to come.   

In early August, each student will receive a letter from their teacher. Inside the envelope there will also be a letter 

from me, a supply list, a description of our arrival and dismissal procedures, and a school calendar.  Bus routes will be 

emailed and posted on the district website.   

The Kindergarten Popsicle Play Date/Open House is scheduled for Thursday, August 19, from 6:00-

7:00pm.  This is an orientation event for our new kindergarteners that will give the students an opportunity to meet all the 

kindergarten teachers and students in their grade level.  Students will be tentatively placed with a teacher and the letter 

you receive in early August from the Kindergarten teachers will explain our flexible classroom placement structure.  In 

addition, students will have their first ride on a Mehlville school bus!! We suggest that you bring your child’s supplies on 

this night so that their first day is as stress free and easy as possible.  There are also 2 popsicle playdates set up during 

the summer on the Blades Playground on June 15 and July 15 from 6:30pm-7:30pm.  Save the DATE!!  

 Our first big event is Blades Welcome Back Night!  It is a great time for students to come to school and meet 

their new teacher and visit their new home/classroom for the school year.  We are still not 100% sure of what Covid 

guidelines will look like in August, but we have begun planning for the event.   It will be held on Monday, August 23.  

The hope is it will be an in person event similar to years past.  Whether it is in person or virtual, you will be able to meet 

with your child’s teacher and learn about the classroom curriculum, routines, and procedures.  We ask that you bring your 

student’s supplies with you that night if we are in person to help make the first morning of school run more smoothly.  

More information regarding this event will be shared in early August. 

 The first day of school is Wednesday, August 25!!  We know families will be wanting to park and 

bring their students on the first day, but we highly suggest having them ride the bus or go through the parent drop off line 

as soon as possible to help them get into the swing of things.  

 The Blades Bobcat Boosters (BBB), our parent organization, is also looking at possibly hosting a Blades Block 

Party within the first few weeks of school.  This is a great way for us to celebrate the start of the year and start 

connecting with each other as a school community!  More information to come...  

It has been an honor and pleasure to spend each day with your children this year whether virtual or in person.  

Thank you so much for trusting us with them.  Please enjoy your summer break! Travel safe, read a few good books (20 

minutes a day), keep washing those hands, and get ready for an awesome 2021-2022 school year!!  

 As always, if you have any questions or comments, please feel free to contact me personally at 314-467-7301.  

Have a GREAT Summer Blades Family!!  

See ya soon,   

Dr. Booker 


